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may say " post (as box) age " instead of " post (as in low)
age/' and the examiner, not quite sure of the testee's pro-
nunciation, may ask him to say it again. If the pupil
repeats the first-named form the word is counted as wrong.
Asking for a repetition of the word should be used only
when the examiner is not sure of what the pupil has
said. If the word is clearly said wrongly, as "can'ary"
instead of " ca'nary," then there is no need to ask for a
repetition. Asking the pupil to reread the word or words
should not be used to indicate " You had better look
at it again, ther-e is something wrong with it." The
only cases in "which one would allow this is when an
obviously bright pupil or good reader makes a slip in an
earlier word. For example, a bright lo-year-old pupil
reading quickly may leave the " s" off " downstairs/'
but on being asked again to read the word will usually
give it correctly.
Words should not be pronounced for pupils even when
they stumble ove;r them. The rare occasion on which a
word should be pronounced for a pupil is in the early
stages of testing with a hesitant pupil, who is apprehensive
and lacking ia confidence. One may then pronounce a
word with the object of encouraging him to move on to
other words with which he may be able to register a success,
and thus give him confidence to try further words. Usually
however the inj auction, " We will leave that one and try this
word," is sufficient.
The usual pronunciation of words (e*g. see the Oxford
Dictionary) is accepted. Guessing should not be dis-
couraged ; in fact, intelligent guessing is one means by
which pupils make progress in reading. Pupils above the
age of 9 years may be allowed to commence the test at the
third, fourth or fifth group of ten words (according to
age), i.e. a royear-old may commence at "saucer/' a
13-year-old imay commence at " physics." The point at
which the testee should commence is left to the discretion